
  

~Mission Statement~ 
To provide a supportive environment in which all women are encouraged and enabled to achieve their fullest potential. 
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From The Office Staff 
Since our last newsletter of November 2012, we had several successful events.   
 

On December 12, 2012, we celebrated our Annual Winter Potluck.  We had a 
fabulous spread of food.  Thanks to our donors Taste of Italy, Starbuck, Wisebites, 
Que Pasa and Pho Han; and to Judy Chu for arranging these donations.  Sarah 
Ross, our Work Ready Program facilitator, presented the Work Ready participants 
May Wang, Ariunzaya C and  Judy Chu with a certificate and reference letter for 
completing the Work Ready (Catharine Nocon and Goldie Arora were unable to 
attend).  Vicky Sun and the Ivy Group performed a beautiful dance followed by an exercise routine that all 
joined in.   
 

We celebrated our first ever International Women’s Day Breakfast Fundraiser on Saturday, March 9th, 2013 
at Cora’s with a scrumptious breakfast. Eighty-one people attended including our members, friends and 
community members.  We would like to thank Councilor Bill McNulty for being such a great auctioneer!  
We are grateful for your support and participation to make this event fun and successful! 
 

On March 20, 2013, we had our Volunteer Appreciation and Work Ready Program graduation potluck.  This 
was the 14th session of  the Work Ready program.  Sarah presented Huafen (Ally), Elizabeth Pasamba, Grace 
Gao and Susanna with certificate/reference letter.  19 women attended including our Board President, 
members, volunteers and staff.  
 

 

Richmond Shares Plant & Seeds 

Fundraiser; Sunday May 5th,   

10am—2pm 

Annual General Meeting; Tuesday, 

May 28th 2013 

Tea & Trivia Fundraiser;   Saturday, June 22nd 2013 

Check with office for more details. 604 279-7060 

Volunteer Appreciation and Work Ready     
Graduation – June 26th 2013 
Hot Ink Magazine Launch, Wednesday 29th May 2013 
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The Ms Foundation created this graphic protesting 
the appalling media coverage of the Steubenville rape 
verdict and it is going viral! Remember Our Sisters 
Everywhere published this in the Photo section with 
an article analyzing the media response. Please visit 
ROSE at:                    
 www.rememberoursisterseverywhere.com 

THE CASE FOR A WOMEN’S ARMY 
By Colleen Glynn 

 

In the past couple of months, there has been a lot of 
noise on the right-wing and self-styled traditionalist 
websites on the decision of the U.S. armed forces to 
allow women in combat positions. We are, according 
to these people, at the brink of the destruction of 
civilization. They all go on to point out how women 
are just genetically, biologically and emotionally 
incapable of performing well in a combat role. They 
ignore a long history of women fighting alongside 
men in combat positions from the Civil War in the 
United States to the battle for the founding of the state 
of Israel. 
 

Their major argument against women in combat 
troops is the fact that these women are often sexually 
assaulted. They seem to accept the prevalence of 
sexual assault as a natural outcome of having women 
in close proximity to men. These poor guys just can’t 
help themselves!  They reason that if these women are 
tough enough to be soldiers, how is it that they can’t 
defend themselves against their attackers? On first 
blush, this seems to have a certain amount of sense to 
it. However, anyone can be surprised and if you are 
being held at the point of a gun or a knife, it doesn’t 
really matter how tough you are. 
 

As I was reading these blogs and reflecting on their 
arguments, it occurred to me that the armed forces 
really are a dangerous and unhealthy place for women 
to be. Not because we aren’t capable of learning and 
using the skills needed to be soldiers but because of 
the culture of rape and misogyny that undermines the 
role women can play. As a feminist, I think women 
should have every opportunity that is afforded to men 
in any society, including the chance to defend our 
countries. But given the hostile environment that 
greets women in today’s armed forces, I think there 
might be a better alternative. 
 

I propose creating another branch of armed forces – a 
women’s army.  
 

This is not a particularly new idea. There have been 
many exclusively female armies throughout history. 
We have all heard of the Amazons. And there was a 
quite formidable women’s army in Libya throughout 
the 1800s. 
 

We are in a transitional period of human development. 
While feminism has helped women make great 
strides, we still struggle against patriarchal cultures 
and all the anti-woman sentiment that these cultures 
engender throughout our populations.  We need to 
continue educating people about the negative aspects 
of patriarchy and its accompanying culture of 
misogyny. While we wait for that education to take 
effect, it is time that women have the opportunity to 
serve their countries in any role they wish without the 
threat of sexual assault or harassment. The formation 
of a women’s army would be, ideally, an organization 
where women are acknowledged to have the personal 
and physical attributes to be a soldier and have access 
to the training that would enable these women to be 
the best soldiers they were capable of being. 
 

Of course, much work would have to be done to 
ensure sufficient funding and equal access to training. 
It would be more than worth it in the long run, as a 
women’s army would become living proof of what 
women are really capable of. 
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Movie Night For Women 
 

O u r  v e r y 

s u c c e s s f u l 

monthly Movie 

Night has now 

been running 

since November 

of 2010.  Thanks 

to everyone who 

has come out to 

enjoy them with us and who have suggested such great movies.  

Special Thanks go out to the volunteers that make it happen 

every month- Sara, Clare, Mary, Smandy, Penny and Gail. 

Movie Night dates for the rest of this year are: 
May 14th June 11th  July 15th Aug 19th 

 

Sept 4th  Oct 9th  Nov 4th  Dec 10th    

Sale of Raffle Tickets for Fundraising  
(April –June 2013) 

Check at the office for more info 

Richmond Shares has finished the project with the family from the Transition House and we wanted to thank 

everyone who donated to this family.  Richmond Shares does not usually get the opportunity to set up an entire home.  

The donor of the house requested our help in finding a family for the home.  

The family, who was chosen, was in need of a lot of help.   Because of 

generous donations we decided to set up the whole home for the family so 

they could just move in and get on with their new life.  Your donations 

were used and were greatly appreciated by the family.  I was told the 

mother cried with joy when she first saw her new home.    

I was recently invited  for lunch at the home where the mother was so 

excited to show me around her beautiful new home.  She had made some 

changes in the home.  The kids were pulling me around to show me things as well.  Everyone was so happy, their life 

transitioning into a new direction. 

A BIG Thank you to Chimo, Balandra Development, and Sunset Rotary who pulled this all together for a family in 

need.  It was a great success! 
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Federal budget slammed for shortchanging Canada’s women 

By Brenda Bouw  
 

 
 

The Canadian Press - In this Feb. 25, 2013 photo, Ann 
Oganesian, left, of Newton, Mass., pauses as she speaks 
with a State Department employee …more  
Just as Canadian women are trying to figure out whether 
to Lean In or lean back , the federal government appears 
to be holding them in another direction - down. 

According to the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives 
(CCPA), women in Canada have been shortchanged in the 
recent federal budget. 

“The Finance Minister got a new pair of shoes. Canadians 
got a new federal budget. And women in Canada got an-
other haircut,” says a recent post on the CCPA blog. 

In a budget that has already been criticized for taking 
more from Canadians than it gives, the CCPA argues that 
the few perks are geared towards industries dominated by 
men, in particular manufacturing, construction and natural 
resources. 

For instance, the CCPA notes that just 18.6 per cent of 
jobs in Canada’s mining and oil and gas industries are 
held by women, many of whom also make a lower wage 
than their male peers. 

The budget also focuses on infrastructure spending, which 
means more jobs in construction. 

“Unfortunately, infrastructure spending creates jobs 
where women are not,” says the CCPA, citing Statistics 
Canada’s most recent labor force survey which shows 
only six per cent of the 382,100 Canadians working in 
construction are women. 

The budget says more skilled labourers are need, but of-
fers no solutions to help women participate in the work-
force, such as the need for childcare and “work hours that 

accommodate the fact that women still do two-thirds of all 
unpaid labor; a shift in workplace cultures that subject 
women to harassment and bullying; and more women 
managers whose presence will signal to young workers 
that this is a field in which they can advance.” 

Finally, the CCPA also takes a swipe at Ottawa’s “Canada 
Job Grant” program, suggesting the money be used to en-
sure pay equity and quality childcare. 

“Given the ridiculously long waiting lists for unaffordable 
and significantly unregulated childcare spots across Cana-
da, there are bound to be plenty of women (and men) who 
would take any job anywhere if it came with safe, quality, 
subsidized childcare,” the CCPA states. 

Instead of a “sexy” infrastructure spending program, the 
CCPA suggests creating job opportunities in sectors 
where women are likely to be employed. 

It’s clear which direction the CCPA is pushing for women 
in Canada – onwards and upwards. 

Richmond Shares Plant Sale  

 

We would like to thank Soy Ying from Chan’s Farm on 
Westminster Hwy past #6 Road for assisting us in getting 
garden pots for our  plant sale.   We have been hard at 
work planting veggies, baskets ‘n perennials for the plant 
sale on;  

Sunday May 5, from 10-2pm. 
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BC ELECTION MAY 14, 2013  submitted by Kathy Kent 

Please get out and vote.  There will be several all-candidates meetings for you to check out those running for the 
Provincial Legislature. 
Find out if you are registered and in which district – Richmond East, Richmond Centre or Richmond Steveston.  Call 

Elections BC at 1-800-661-8683. 

The candidates are (by party in alphabetical order):  

Party  Rmd East  Rmd Centre  Rmd-Stvn 

Conservative Nathaniel Lim      Carol Day 

Green     Michael Wolfe  Jerome Dicky 

Liberal  Linda Reid  Teresa Wat  John Yap 

NDP  Gian Sihota  Frank Huang  Scott Stewart 

Independent    Gary Law 

Unparty    Chanel Donovan Mike Donovan 

BC Excalibur  Ping Chan 

Upcoming All=Candidates Meetings: 

Mon. Apr. 29 Minoru Place Activ. Ctre (Srs Centre)   6pm-9pm  Rmd Ctre on Disability   
Wed. May 1 Shiang Garden Restaurant  220-4543 No. 3 Rd  11ma-2pm Cda Asia Pacific Busin. Assn  
Thur. May2 Rmd Sec’y School  7171 Minoru Blvd  7pm-9pm  Rmd Teachers’ Assn   
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Advance Voting Locations in Richmond  May 8 – 11  
 

Advance voting – Advance voting is held from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. (local 
time) on the Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday of the week 
preceding General Voting Day. Advance voting is available to any voter 
and all advance voting places are wheelchair accessible.  
 

Richmond Centre 
Brighouse United Church  
8151 Bennett Rd Richmond 
Richmond Curling Club  
5540 Hollybridge Way Richmond 
Trinity Lutheran Church  
7100 Granville Ave Richmond 
 

Richmond East 
Broadmoor Baptist Church  
8140 Saunders Rd Richmond 
Fraserview Mennonite Church  
11295 Mellis Dr Richmond 
 

Richmond-Steveston 
Richmond Chinese Alliance Church  
10100 No 1 Rd Richmond 
Salvation Army Richmond Comm Church  
8280 Gilbert Rd Richmond 
South Arm United Church 11051 No 3 Rd Richmond 

VOTEVOTE  
TuesdayTuesday  
May 14thMay 14th  
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We are accepting donations of plants & 
seeds on May 5th from 9am to 10 am.  

Payments to be made in CASH  ONLY 

Come and Support Richmond Shares’ Plant and Seeds S ale ! 
 

Proceeds from this sale will support our efforts to  help the low 
income families of Richmond. 

When:  Sunday, May 5th 2013, 10 am to 2 pm 
Where:  Richmond Caring Place Parking Lot (Minoru side)  

What::  Perennial plants, seeds and vegetable plants   
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Please call  Richmond Women’s Resource 
Centre  @604 279 7060 for more information 



Richmond Women’s Resource Centre 
#110—7000 Minoru Blvd., Richmond BC, V6Y 3Z5 Phone: 604 279-7060 Fax: 604 279-7069 
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More “Friends of RWRC”  
volunteers  and  Lifetime Members 
 Bigger space with a sink 
 Small warehouse or  
garage  for Richmond Shares. 
LAPTOP (please) for Richmond 
Shares 
 

RWRC Weekly Programs 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Computer training �
10:00am - 1:00pm�
Laurie McEwan�

 �
 �

Grandmothers Group�
9:30am -12:00pm�

Patience Tsai/�
Patrica Wang�

 �
  

  

French Speaking Women’s 
Support�

10:00am -12:00pm�
Every Wednesday @Richmond 

Centre White Spot�
Special Workshop on 3rd Sat-

urday of every month�
Marielle Demorest 

    

AFTERNOON 

Basic English Conversation�
1:00pm -3:00pm�

Carol Brindle�
 �

Canadian Work Experience 
Program�

12:00pm -1:30pm�
Sarah Ross�

  

Basic English Writing�
1:00pm -3:00pm�
Carol Brindle 

Canadian Work Experience 
Program�

12:00pm -2:30pm�
Sarah Ross�

 �
Ivy Women’s Group�

2:00pm -4:00pm�
Vicky Sun�

  

  
Peer Support�
1:30 -4:00pm�

Anna 

EVENING  

    

Hot Ink Creative Writing for 
Teens�

3:00pm -5:00pm�
Kelly Shorrocks�

 �
  

Single Mothers  
Support Group�
7:00 – 9:00pm�
Linda Chan/  

Patience Tsai  

  

Al Oliver 
Ally Yang 

Anastasia Gavrilova 
Anna Parayno 

Annie (Li) Diao 
Ariunzaya 

Bhawna Bhat 
Carol Lowen 

Catherine Nocon 
Chris McDowell 

Clare Yow 
Deborah Turner 

Diane Scott 
Elizabeth L Pasamba 

Gail Thompson 

Glenna Laddaran 
Goldie Arora 
Grace Gao 

Greg Cornish 
Helen Fu 

Jacquie Siemens 
Jake Yurochak 
James Adam 

Jenny Pridemore 
Josephine Ching 

Judy Cheung 
Judy Chu 

Kathryn Gotamco 
Kathy Kent 

Kathy Zhang 
Laurie McEwan 

Li Rong 
Lorraine Beadle 
Majorie Jakes 

Marielle Demorest 

May Wang 
Mike Beamish 
Mary Miller 
Niklas Chu 

Norma Houle 
Portia Kwok 

Priyani K 
Regina 

Rosita Yu 
Sara B 

Sheryl Jaud 
Sirima 

Smandy Wu 
Susanna Su 
Vicky Sun 

Vincent Tang 
Vjaya Mohan 

 
Total Volunteer  

Hours = 905 

VOLUNTEER HOURS November 2012 to March 2013 Richmond Women’s Resource 
Centre is Funded By: Individual  

 

Donors and Members,  
City of Richmond,  

Government of BC Gaming Policy 
and Enforcement Branch,  

Vancity 
 


